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Mr. Tillyard's book will make its strongest appeal to men and women 
in this country who are interested in comparative labor legislation. To 
them, by reason of its comprehensiveness as well as by its arrangement 
and lucidity, it will be of great service. But it is also a book that can 
not well be overlooked by students of English political and social history. 

Edward Porritt. 

Hartford, Connecticut. 

Londres et les Ouvriers de Londres. By D. Pasquet. Paris, 
Armand Colin, 19 14. — 764 pp. 

Students of the history of the French Revolution have at their dis- 
posal a gossipy survey of Paris in the old regime , the Tableau de Paris 
of Mercier, which in its easy-going way furnishes much information 
concerning the society of the city of the revolution. Should there be 
a revolution in England, even such a revolution a I'Anglaise as Lloyd 
George is capable of developing, this volume of Dr. Pasquet will furnish 
to the readers of the future an adequate as well as an interesting guide 
to the conditions of life of the majority of Londoners in the old regime. 

The survey by Booth, epoch-making as it was, is now out of date and 
was always too elaborate for common use. Here we have in a single 
volume — a large one it is true, but not un wieldly — a scholarly work, 
including deft historical sketches, statistical and economic sections and 
detailed analysis of the poverty involved in the seasonal trades. There 
is little, if anything, new in these statements of the conditions of the 
working class; the blue-books and the publications of the County 
Council, as well as a goodly series of monographs (all of which are 
classified in Dr. Pasquet's excellent bibliography), are easily accessible. 
But no one has digested this material and brought to the presentation 
of the whole so clear an eye or so human a touch as Dr. Pasquet. 
There is a life-like quality in such scenes as that at the opening of the 
fourth book (page 525) of London on Sunday morning; the critic 
does not fail to understand the peculiar attitude of the English toward 
religion. One gets a better view of the whole situation here than from 
Booth's intensive survey. The description of the board school in the 
East End (page 593) is a model of sympathetic interpretation. There 
is no supercilious criticism of the teacher of household arts whose 
specialty is steak pies " dans lequels triomphe la cuisiniere anglaise ; " 
on the contrary, the common-sense of the teacher who criticizes the 
antique curriculum having no relation to the problems of daily life and 
the gay play of the pupils, leads to an appreciation such as this : 
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On y voit surtout combien les enfants aiment leur 6cole, et a quel point 
cette 6cole est pour eux une chose vivante ; ils ont pour cette pauvre 
batisse noiratre la meme affection qu'un 6tudiant de Magdalen a pour son 
beau college. On ne saurait dire que l'oeuvre du Bureau des £coles et du 
Conseil de Comite ait 6t€ vaine, meme si elle n'avait reussi qu'a inspirer de 
tels sentiments aux petits enfants de Clerkenwell. 

The statistical survey is drawn from official sources, and although the 
maps of the density of population, of occupations, disease, communi- 
cations etc., are clearly drawn and useful, they are not more than might 
be expected from one who has summarized the abundant material of 
this kind. The particular value of the book is its general character, 
including so many aspects of the life and history of London, its object- 
ivity, and its genuine scholarship. 

J. T. Shotwell. 

The History and Economics of Indian Famines. By A. LOVE- 
day. London, G. Bell and Sons, Limited, 1914. — xi, 164 pp. 

Literature on Indian economics is very meager, and what little there 
is has been contributed mostly by Anglo-Indian and foreign writers, 
who have scarcely perceived the problems in their true perspective. 
Owing either to the inherent difficulty of understanding another people, 
or to men's unfitness to pass judgment concerning matters in which 
they are directly interested, most of these writers have been led astray 
by one consideration or another. Hence there has been between 
them and native thinkers little of that consensus of opinion which 
is a condition precedent to the adoption of active measures for the 
solution of India's economic problems. Under such conditions, with 
the government of India at last awake to the duty of preventing famines 
and encouraging the economic development of the country, Mr. Love- 
day's little volume is specially timely. 

The first three of the five chapters give a brief survey of famines 
before and after the coming of the East India Company. Chapter 
four treats of the relief organizations established by the government, 
and chapter five, the most important in the book, gives place to wider 
economic considerations. Without partisan spirit it seeks the real 
causes of famines and suggests remedies. One result of the industrial 
revolution in England, the author shows, was the destruction of Indian 
industries and the consequent pressure of the industrial population 
upon agriculture. The effect of drought on the overcrowded agricul- 
tural industry is famine. Mr. Loveday is of the opinion that the in- 



